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a defign of great importance to the 7 — 


generation, a deſign to Which every chr! 


tian, that he. 
«wiſh proſpet 
-offiſtance, — 1 
and abilities God has favours 


and ought, to lend bis 
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and particularly to thoſe, that we are now 
F ; Specially to attend to, and that have on 
be 0 e * 
and vipdies acl 
_ apimended by:beyer hands,” 
is only in the . life, that we 
5 cen be capable of the fervices we are now 
called to; they muſt be done while we 
are here, or be left undone by us for ever: 
And as we have but a little tune to live, 
it ſhould be matter of deep concern with ,_ 
vs; that wo may haue grace ta make the 
be& aſe of it Ms every good purpoſe, for 
which it is given bs, according to the in- 
Reden n in our bent, in which \ e Have, 
Firſt A 1 What - | 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy m | 
And here we have _e extent of the 40 
and the manner of "ming it. 
2. The extent of cl duty'::" It relates to 
har ever 'thychand findeth tu do. 
There is an rain *. in the phraſe, | 
and the meaning of it is, whatſoever thou 
art able to do- amt haſt opportunity or o- 
\cafion' for. Thus in the law of purifica- 
Lev. xi. 5. tion, it is ſaid of the 1 4 rf foe" be 
not able, or hen hand: faid 2 19 
cienc + ts bring''a he 
x Sam. x. #400 Aw pure," And Samuel 4 Saul, thet 


Ia the Spirit of the, Lord foould came upon bim, 
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and 
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and he. ſhanld C32 Huld forue 
; 40-1225: an 
him, or \wbat bis: band: Pd nd *; Ad 
cordingly;-the: iin aut text may 5 
7 — after chis manner, -w. 
ever thou art, chat art capahle of ding 
11 Whether. high or lo, tith hr 
poor, male or female, bond or. free, 
ther art in a publick or private 
rater,” ich regard to civil or —— 
things vyhatſocver is: or conpe- 
nient, ſit and ptuper for the go de what- 
Weyer is os; commendable e in 
honourable unto God, | advyd __ to 
| thyſelf, or uſeful to others, What 7 
p thy ſtation and circumſtances in this works, 
or by thy relation to che aher, chou. art 2 
obliged to do; and haſt opportunities fox. | 

all this comes imo. the duty ene 
oughteſt to do“ And chen, of FA 1 
2. As to the — perfor ming 
it with thy might. i. e Let hll th _ | 
or might be employed in it ] ve age, exe t | 
| thyſelt like one in earneſt abovr is, ad hear- | | 
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_ -beſt manner, and to the _ e Do it 
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thou mayſt be called to as: e 
ſerve chere. We bee, 0 1 


to it; Whither thou gocſt. 
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„ riches and: reputation, time and 


ſkill, health and ſtrength, all thy favour 
and friendſhip with God. or men, all the 


authority thou haſt receiv d from God 2 


ng over men; all thy ſubſection to 
thy endowments of body or mund al 


0 3 


influence in the world, all chy op 
nities and advantages of eve 
all theſe be ſeaſonably, 


let 


uſefulneſs or im nce in any ref 


ball 


116 mend The ment to ee this 


—— And theſe are two: One 


taken from the incapacities that will befal 


us in the grave; For there is no wort, nur 


"device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 


grave: And the o DF _ nene 
1. From tbe hee that will befa 


us in the grave 


This life is che only time fr theſe du- 


ties 4 when we die, there will be no far- 
ther opportunities for them: For there ino 


"work; device, knowledge or wi ſdam in the grave. 


"Tis: not to be 7 that theſe words 
are to be underſtood abſolutely, without 
any reſtriction, as if Solomon :would aſſett 
that our ſouls die with odr bodies; for he 

wp us (Chops 12. 7: 9 that, when, the 27 
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ily and vis © 
gorouſly applied to whatſoever. work ß 
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all return to the earth, as it was, the ſpirit 
ſhall return to God that gave it. And this 
agrees with the whole current of divine 
revelation, which ſpeaks of the ſoul, as 


uncapable of bein Killed with the body — 


and of death; as the ſoul's departure from 18. 


the body, and as a Ver or giving, up Lukexviii 


_ the' ghoſt or | ſpirit, that dwelt, in it, and 44, „, 
yielding it up to God that he may receive 10. & vil. 
it. And it ſpeaks of the ſouls of believers, zz. 
as departing to be with Chriſt; and as being Pi + 23- 
preſent with the: Lord, as ſoon as they art 3. 
abſent from the bady, 07,2 - $60 1419 | 
But tis evident the inſpired writer, in 
our text had his eye only upon che things 
we have to do in this preſent life and 
world, which in the foregoing yerſe (ver. g.) 
he deſcribes. by the days of tbe liſe of our 
.vanity, which. God has given us under the 
ſur. And to ſhew that it is only the affairs 
0 this life, | of which he ſays that We have 
no concernment with them after death, he 
Tontinues, in the verſes immediately after 
our text, to diſcourſe of action, buſineſs and 
enjoyments, and of wiſdom and underſtand- 
ing under the ſun (ver. 1116.) And in 
this ſenſe all thoſe paſſages of ſcripture are 
manifeſtly to be, underſtood, that ſpeak of | 
gur thoughts periſbing, and of the Purpoſes 
F our begrts being-broken off at death, and 


the like ; for they can't. be conſtrued other- 
wile in any tolerable conſiſtency with thoſe 2.4 


many other paſſages, tha 


Ira 4 | 
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t ſpeak of the ſoul, 
| 9 


Rev. xiv. | 
13. 


diately after death. And its departure 


s 6 
(60 


as in a ſtate of life, and enjoyment imime- 


from this world, when the body dies, is 
a plain intimation that we have then done 
with all the affairs of this life, ſo that we 


can have no knowledge of them, or bu- 


5 ſineſs with them afterwards. _ Ty 


As to our ſouls, they at death will go 
into another world, where they will have 
no more converſation with this, or rela- 


tion to it. Our knowledge there will be 
after another ſort, and our employment to 


other purpoſes, altogether uſeleſs to this 
world, and foreign to all the buſineſs we 
have now to do in it; neither baus we 

more a portion for ever in any thing that is 


done under the fun. (ver. 6) And as w 1 
our bodies, they will lie ſenſeleſs and un- 
active in the grave till the general feſur- 


rection, and will never return more to live 
and act, and ſerve the ſame deſigns upon 
earth, which now they are called to. 

So that it may be ſaid of our bodies ab ſolute- 
ly, and of our ſouls reHpeHHively io this worla, 
and to our preſent fate in it, that in tbe 
grave, or in the ſtate of the dead *, there 
75 no work; there is nothing that we ean 
do for God, ourſelves, or others, which 


we are here called unto: All our uſeful 


labours will in this reſpect ceaſe or die 

with us; Bieſſed are the dead ubieb die in 

he Lord, from henceforth Tra, ſalth the 
1 1 (#9846427 ee CART 


oe) 2 
: 1 Spirit, 


bor uber the night 
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Spirit, that they may oi from their 1. 


TR as in the grave there is no work, 
fo there is no device. - No ſchemes or pro- 
jos, we wou'd now lay, can be formed 

any more; there is no know- 
| Tee of what is done, or of what is to be 

— — eee 

is no ui ſdam or prudence to man 
the affairs, which — age une: 4 
to the beſt advantage. All theſe die with 
us; for when our breath goeth forth, we re- Pfl. cxlyl; - 
' 1furnito the earth, and in that very day our * 


— 


thoughts perifb : Our purpoſes. are broken off, Job xvii. 


even the thoughts of our hearts. What there-· 


1 -fore is to be done, muſt; be done now or 


gnaever; it muſt be done in the day of lifo; 
1 of death comes, nv man 
can work. n 
2. Fam our to the grave 
Our time ben che Boſinel is but ſhort; 
for we muſt quic . gs and go down to 
the grave: "Tis ave whither thou 
| gb; or whither ob art going; we 
goimg to the grave. The 
r they ſhall die, (ver. 5.) but 
how ſoon, God onl only Knows; for all our | 
times are in his hands, ſceing our days areJobuin 5; 
determined, and the number of our months 

are with bim. We can be ſure of no more | 
than the preſent moment; 23 
- ſhall go to the grave, but we are all now 
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thou wilt ſtep into the 
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iy might.” In farther, 
words, I ſhall, by divine àſſiſtanoe, oni 
Exemplißy the exhortation, and enforce it 


| nothing of that ki 


(8) 


on out journey thither, ſtepping forward 
towards it: It is the grave, whither rb 


vefl, Whoever thou art, young or old, 
n or poor, healthy or — thou art 
going to the grave, thou att in the way to 
it, and every ſtep,” thou takeſt, brings 
ſtill nearer and nearer to this houſe \ ap» 


thee 
pointed for all living. The longer ee 


haſt lived; the leſs time thou haft'ro lives 
thy journey ſhortens apace, and a few | 


more ſteps will bring thee to thy laſt, when 
grave. — 
therefore thy band findeth to do, while thou 
art in the way, and before thou getteſt to 
the end of life's ſhort journey, do it with 
ſpeaking to theſe 


by the arguments in our tent, with reſpett to 
deer wo remarkable and c 


omprebenfroe. inſtan- 


ces And conclude with an applicution, 


ſvired to the ſpecial Gig of this 1 
Therefore, | 


I. Whatſoever thou halt to ry Nicht re- 
ſpect to zbyown ſoul, do it with thy might; 
for thou art — to the grave, where 

can — A vod 


He then thinks he has nothing to do for 
his own ſoul, is very unfit to do any thing 
elſe in a right manner, or to any good 
| purpoſes.” I therefore begin with this, and 

ſhall conſider it with relation both to * 
ners and beltevers. 8 
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| 
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1. Tho, O finer, "haſt uch to do 
relating) to che concerns of Hine own it 
| moral ſoul. 
hi eu 166 bebe 0 Pi 2 

ing on ME Toer of the firſt covenant; 45. ff 

thou wert to obtain etertigh le by by or for 
thine on art not £5 * do 
any thing wich chis view. or Gg, 
if chou eouldſt thereby make God amen. 
for chy fins, or Work out a righteouſnel 
to thyſelf to juſtify thee" in his fight," or 
— tis favour,” 22 ay Homage 

to his acceptance; whole 
his is to be found alone in Chriſt, bog 
cording: to the” riches of God's grace 
And what thou art called to do, in ores 
to thy finding theſe in Him, is, under 4 
ſenſe of thine own guilt and danger, hum⸗ 
bly to plead and depend upon, or to 
believe in, is ' doings and ufferings of 
Jeſus Chrilt, that they may de thy righ- 
_— to eternal life; For Chriſ ie is the - 
the law for righteouſtieſs to every 


_ one that believeth ; and with the beurt man 


believeth unto righteouſneſs. Hence when 


the jailor ſaid, What muſt I 10 do to Pe At. 


ved ? the apoſtles ſaid to" hitn, Beete 
on the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, and tbuu [halt be”) 

ſaved.” Accordingly, when the Jews ſaid, Jobn wk 
to our Lord, ball we do, that why 

may work the works of Gad? he faid' to 

them, This is the work of God, that " 
een bi, ham be bath ſont. = 
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Nor am I going to put you upon 

| 10 

4 in your vn ſtrengch, what muſt be 
Find by the ſtrength of Chrift 3 for boy 


1 11 4 can — fs 


all that you can do, 
4 e e without ſpe- 
| POW raiſe upon your hearts, 


i find. ts m unto ſpiritual and holy 
f 10. xlv. = Surely th 7 7 th. le r 
kia, pe 7 Aramtbu and id 1 
$1 4 : 271 worketb tn, you both fo 1 "oY | 
| of his goed taſure f ui G3 „ 
j But, wich 1 5 o golpel-grace in ſpeak- a 

1 n and with. a deſire may | 


have an 
eye to it likgwiſe-in hearing: I. muſt aſſure; 
FD ** e of * that there are 
ub to be, done, in the order f 
Web gh yguare capable of doing with; 
regard to your, fouls ſalvation 5. and there 
are many above your power to do! © 
of. yourlelyes, 22 you are hound to 
attempt, as far as you find ourſelves 
ſtrengthned for them, and. which you 
have encouragements in the goſpel to at- 
tempt, with an intire dependahce upon 
Chriſt; for grace to make it effectual. Ties 
a. moſt dangerous deluſion, tq it down in 
* the midſt 5 ſloth, as if you; were not 0 
concern yourſelves about Thaks things; till 
pon feel an ver- bearing Power of al- 
| 16.xvi.3; mighty grace to put you upon it. She 
1 your ſelves men, ſays the prophet, agg do it 
1 again. to mind, O ye RL nd. 
| |Joknyi, labour not, ſays our Lord to the unbelie - 
27. ving Fews, ir the meat that * 
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(end 


fare oe Sine 2 
r 10 the man de 
unto - : You ſhould 8 Ae As 
your duey, and ſcek and walt for grace, 
in the way of grace, i 
Forey by and not 

falvarion, or hy de che means of i 
it, or be , Careleſh, or | 
kt. elt 5e tie Loi hike be⸗ 
be fou, calf ye upon him while be is 
Tes the withed for For fake" br, 
unrighteons nun his obog bt, 
return" unts the Lord. 
py upon Di; nd to ip" God, for be 
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be rig bs ch ae hi 95 
diligent out $ 
for cou A dying Ting eee e 15 
— de e chou art A Ware 
— yon will bs no opportunity 
for it if: ix is: not done rl then, _— 
eternally undbne withotit 
art a reaſbnable creature,/ and L's hol 
mortal ſcub te be ſavedior Jolt for ever; con 
fider ſerieuſiy and often, Wick the: clo 
Rang- -of mind, ad m the mot 
manner thou entiſt, how im 
o__ caſe: this is above all oth and 
things ſtand bet een God 
25 bags. eternity, where thou art, whither 
chou art going, and what" thou art like 
to be. for ever. Search the ſcriprures, that 
ar thou mayſt read thy ſin and Sa- 


88 | viour, 


255 


WF 


viour, the thou art under, and the 
. pardon. that. i is. provided in the blood of 
Ebriſt for ſuch a guilty wretch as thou art 
and that thou, mayſt know, under divine 
inſtruction, the way of thy eſcape, thro 
bim, from fin, and from the-wrath ta come. 
Take in conviction of the neceflity, of rer. 
generation, and of divine grace xo form 
| thee: anew. . Attend upon the miniſtra- 
tions of the word; neglect no ebm Ee 
9 hearing it; let not little excuſes W 
by; z hear for thyſelf, hear. DE igence ; Ws 
take heed of wandrings, — and 
fleep; look upon thyſelf concerned in che  ' 
things that thou ot and. hear as for _ 
the life of thine,own. foul, . Look up unto 
the Lord, and cry to him, 25 well as thou 
canſt, Ts 7 bi ling on all ma means of 
race thou ee, of enjoying, 
Fae they may be attended with his; power 
for, conveying, light, life and; grace into 
thy dark, dead and polluted ſoul; and, ac- 
cording to the light and convictions thou 
haſt, and the inclinations and impreſſions 
chou findeſt in thy ſpirit, caſt. thy periſh- 
ing ſoul on the Lord. Jeſus, and come unto 
God thro' him, for mercy to turn thee from 
all thine iniquities, and to make thee a 
partaker of eternal life. But don't; ima- i 
gine that thou canſt do this of chyſelf; but, 
under a ſenſe. of thine own utter inſuffi- 
ciency, try how far the grace of God will 
V thee in een and pagan 
0 on't 


” 


1 RP 


a ( 


don't reſt ſatisfied; or give over thihe at- 


tempts this way till thou findeſt that thou 
1 haſt believed to the ſaving of thy ſoul, and 
A haſt that repentance that will hever be 
| } ulis 03 03 


| repented of. RVIO Dine: Ul 
HI Theſe chings are, beyond all others, 
of the concern for thet, and thy 
neglects of them will be thy juſt and erer- 
nal confuſion; and theſe things muſt he 
done now or never, the time of this life is 
the only time of gtact to them, that have 
not yet found it; there is no hearing or 
praying, no believing or repenting, or 
> 3 2 _ God —— ve. If each 
| finds thee unbelieving and impenitent, out 
of Chriſt and in thy fins, thou art loſt, ir- 
I retrievably loft, for ever; thy ſoul is gone, 
cine all is: and paſt redreſs, to all 
ey There will be no 5 Lungs 
of no more opportunities for t 
foul's advantage, no more hopes of with 
for thee, no more probability or poſſibility 
that thou e no- 
thing but unmixed wrath ry indig- 
nation will be the an the Bf 2 
ever. Oh diſmal caſe! And thou art 
haſtning apace to it, it may be thine own | 
caſe to day before to morrow, and thou 
art in nearer danger of it to day, than thou 
waſt yeſterday. If thou ſlumbeteſt away 
thy time in ſin, thy damnation does not 
ſlumber with thee; that waits for thee, 
and will quickly awaken thee out of ay 


1 * * 


and 


Thou wanteſt ſtill more 


K 140 


2. Thou. 0 * baſk likewiſe much 1 


to do relating to thine own ſou. 
Tho thou haſt ail in 9 


cy imp | 
wants daily trimming — aſh | 
fure and abiding 3 in Chriſt, wes | 


wok n en ght and comfent } 


of that intereſt; and — thy ſtate 18 
ſafe, and fit for death, yet — 
not khow it, and thou needeſt ſtill to be 
more and more in an actual preparedneſs 3 
for it. Thou haſt many corruptions, | 
war againſt thy foul, ſtill 2 be 
mortifed and ſubdued, and many tenipta- 
tions to ſtruggle with, to watch and pray 
againſt, that _ 
Thou haſt à daily courſe of communion 
with God in Chriſt tu carry on, and friend- 
ly difpoſitions toward: thy fellow chriſtians 
creatures to eultivate, for: the 
improvement, peace and ornament of thirie 
oyn ſoul. Thou haſt numerous duties 
perſonal and relative, to! be attended to; 
and evety gift and grace of the ſpirit to he 
ſtirred up, exercisd and improv d, in which 
thine own ſaul's rn is concerned. 


„5 and 
ſtronger faith, more thorough and evan- 
gelical repentance, and humiliation 
before God for ſin, more lively andi affect. 
ing lave to him, : more. incenſe ang conftane 


"IM 


may not overcome then. 


more love to hid. 


(15) 


delight in him, more real for his glory, 


—— mote weaned- 
neis from this worid, more ſpirĩtuality and. 
bevenly-minde nne, and mere 
of, and meernefs for, che inheritance of 
Gay 2 in light. Thou haſt not yet 


abr pee therefors thou haſt to do in 
way of duty, and advantage to thyſelf, | 
Sh reſ] \ theſe things, ds it tb 
N ; ur to — $racs thou 

and to improve the means of grace —— 
— for theſe purpoſes, . to 


2 add to your faith, virrue 
virtue, e; and to knowledge, 

| ; and t ance, — 

to patience, gadlinet; and to 4 bro- 
therly-kindneſs ; and tu brot 2 
charity. For sf wy things be im you, and 
abound, L het ye ſhall 
berbarren, nor in the knowleds e of 
ou Lord Fefus: _ "Chr, Bat be that 2 0 
tbefeithi , 1s cannot ſee 0 
ig hg, di u that he was" foro 
bes old: Wherefore the rather, 

Doe, Vie 0 


make your calling 
Cam fare for if yo ds theſe je hl al 
. Fon ſi an entrance | 


: Jefus 


g 


people, more pleaſure 


+-exhorrarion; 'Giv "all di. 5 — 
N 


Gall neither ; 


ae — ly, into the — 
laſting king of. our Lord and Saviour - 


LES 


n nor aft chow f 
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2 Pet. iu. i Chr:ih.” And, in grace, and in 

22 knowle dee of 2 Saviour 
Jeſus Chrif Jo him be glory, both now and 
Jer ever. Amen. Lanient after a departs |. 
ing God, and follow hard after him, for 
| a revival: and increaſe: of his work in your 
2 Theſ. i. ſouls, that he would „afl in yon Al. be 
n ''1 good, pleaſure of bis goodneſi, and tbe work | 
| 


5 faith with power ; that the name of our | 
i Lord , Jeſus Cbriſt may 1 neue in you, 
and ye in him, according to the grave of "our. | 
God, and the Lord : Feſus Chef, as the 
oſtle pray d for the Theſſaluam; and 

555 your love may abound yer more and more 
in knowledge,. and in all judgment, thut ye 
may approve. things that are excellent, iu 
"=: ye may be ut and without offence till abe LY 
day of 8 Wes bein ung filled 261th the Fruit 
of 0 Etoouſneſ, which are by 2 efus Cris 
unto the 1 ad praiſe of Gad, as ne | 
pray's for the Philippians.. : 

Death haſtens to you apace, and * t 
hone uncomfortable will it be to die, if the 
work of faith and love, and every other 
grace, be at a low ebb in your hearts. 
You may not know whither you are going; 
you may be filled with all horror, as if you 
were going to hell, juſt before you get to 
heavens And wou'd you: not dread the 
thoughts of that? Tho, if thou art a 
true believer, own foul will, — 


after death, be perfected in all 
bolingl, beyond. what it can 7 in th 


— 


world ; yet furely thaw wouldſt not HY 
willing to die wit uncertainty in thyſelf, 

Uher thou art going to heaven or hell: 

It is hard venturing into eternity with ſuch 
uncertainty, which, for what you know, 
may, be ruin. 

And there are ſome graces ſo ſuited to the 
reſent life, that if they are not exerciſed 

e, they never can have any place in thee 
este. Godly ſorrow for ſin, truſting 
God in the dark, patience under tribu- 
latigti, bearing with the infirmities and 
provocations of thy friends and brethren, 
| and forgivin repeated injuries, are nob 

graces, whi rs to have their perfee? Jamesi. 4. 

2 in us, as the _ James ſpeaks of 

done of them. Our ſouls are hereby gr great'y tly 

improved, and fitted for the better 

heaven; and the more they abound in us 

here tie more combortably we are like 

to die, and the brighter we are like to 
thine i glory for ever, as the apoſtle in- 
timates, When, ſpeaking of the hope of che 
heavenly inheritance, he ſays, ein-ye Pet. i 
greath rejoice, tho now for a ſeaſon (if need 
| are in heavineſs thro manifold tempta- 
tions, that the trial of your faith,' being 
much more precious than of gold that be- 

' iſheth, tho it be tried with fire, might * 1 
found unto praiſe, and honour, and F 
the Ser 95 Fes ſus Chriſt. T cor 
while we are in this life, 4M the nig 


of death comes, we ſhou'd follow a bei 
D cheſe, 


—_ A. - 
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err F his migbt. Thus, whatever we 
have to do for our own ſouls, whether we 
are believers or unbelievers, we ſhou'd do 

it with all our might. Hence, | 


ſpe to God, and Chriſt, and religion, do 
it with chy might; for thou art haſtning 
to the grave, where nothing of this can be 


under the other heads, may be conſider d 
with an ultimate reference to God, and 
Chriſt, and religion; and therefore we 
need ſay the leſs under the formal con- 


Intereſt and glory. 


read, hear, preach, and pray, with a ſerious 
regard to God, like perſons in good ear- 
neſt, and ſhould labour to ſpread the-glory 
of Chriſt and the goſpel with holy zeal and 
fervour. Haſt thou any defgns for God, 
for the honour of his name, for the glory 
of his Son, or for the intereſt of religion ? 
Haſt thou any ſchemes formed in thy 
mind, any thoughts or intentions in thy 
heart of this ſort? Don't delay them, or 
be ſlothful in them, but be ſpeedy and 
vigorous to put them into execution; for 
thou wilt quickly be lodged in the grave, 
and all thy thoughts and projects will pe- 
riſh there, Haſt thou any work Mm th 
| an 


/ 


theſe, being frong in the Lord, and in the 


II. Whatever thou haſt to do with re- | 


done. All that has been or ſhall be offer d 


ſideration of what we have to do for their 


We ſhould meditate on i things, C 


/ 


0% 


hands for God? Art thou called in the 


civil community, in the church, in thy 
family, or in any ſtation in which thou 
art fixed, to ſay or do any thing for God, 


to ſerve the honour of Chriſt, and intereſt. 


of religion? Haſt thou time and oppor- 
tunity for things of this nature? Haſt 
thou health of body, and abilities of mind 
for them? and do thy wotldly circum- 


the Lord with thy ſubſtance? Don't be 
flothful or careleſs in his work, let no op- 
portunities ſlip, no needful pains or ex- 
nce be ſpared, and no time be loſt; but 
et all thy time, gifts, graces, health, 
ſtrength, ſubſtance, abilities, and influence 
upon others, ſubſerve theſe glorious ends; 
and labour to do as much as poſſibly thou 
canſt for God and religion in a little time, 
becauſe thou haſt but a little time for it. 
Thou art going to the chambers of 
death; every moment brings thee nearer 
to them, and there thou canſt do nothing 
more for the glory of God, and for the 
propagation of the Redeemer's intereſt in 
the world. It therefore muſt be now, or 


never; now quickly, or not at all; and 


this ſnould ſpur thee on to do it now with 
all thy might, as our Lord himſelf argued: 


I muſt work the works of him that ſent me, John 


while it is day ; the night cometh when ng 
man can work. Hence, 


"Ws II. What 


ſtances give thee-advantages for honouring 


| 
ix. 4. 


| 
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III. Whatever thou haſt to do, with 
reſpect to others, do it with thy might; for 
thou art haſtning to the grave, where 
nothing more can be done for them. . 1 
; | Haſt thou any thing to do for thy fa= |. 


i mily and friends, any thing that is juſt |. 
it and honourable in itſelf, neceſſary, uſeful 
1 and comfortable to them, in their ſpiritua] 
I, or temporal concerns? Don't delay it, 
0 do it as ſpeedily as thou canſt, and ſerve 
| ; their peace, comfort and advantage, what- | 
14 ſoever thy ſtation is amon them, as much res 
10 as thou canſt now; for thou wilt ** 
(| have no opportunities for it, death w 
5 | fling thee into a ſtate, in which thou wilt 
If be no more to thy friends and pnly thay * 
aandther man. As God therefore ſaid tg 
ar | > King* Hezektah, Set thine houſe in order, for thou” 
1 _ alt die. | | 
[ | - Haſt thou any thing to do for the pub- 
alt lick? Canſt thou do any thing to ſerve 
100 thy generation according to the will of 
ny God ? Canſt thou contribute apy thing 
{| ; 
| | ! to the proſperity of the beſt of govern- 
11 ments under which we live, or to the com- 
| mon peace and liberties of mankind ? 


Canſt thou help forward the good of the 

civil or religious ſocieties, to which thou q 

belongeſt, or to any of thine acquaintance 

| and neighbours, friends or enemies? Canſt 

| thou do any thing to adviſe them that 
want counſel, to heal breaches, and to 

| BS promote 


$ - 


(a) 
romote peace and friendſhip among them 
2 are at variance? Canſt g 
22 procure juſtice to be done for 
e that are oppreſſed and injured, or 
mercy to be ſhewn to the miſerable, or to 
help the diſtreſſed, to relieve the poor and 
neceſſitous, or to mend the riſing genera- 
tion, that they among them that need 
thy help now, may, by the bleſſing of 
Bod, be put into circumſtances, that ſhall 
make them helpful rather than burden- 


' {ome to all about them? Canſt thou do 


| N to ſubſerve the comfort and uſe- 
fulneſs of others in this life, or their eter- 


nal happineſs in the next, to regulate their 


minds and manners, that they may be ſer- 


viceable members of ſociety here, or to 
bring them to Chriſt, and to God thro 


* him, for the ſalvation of their immortal 


ſouls hereafter? Do all this with ſpeed 
and diligence, ſpare no labour, coſt, or 
time, which thou art capable of, and which 
are. needful for i 
All your opportypien of doing good to 
others wear oft apace; you are going out 
of this world; God only knows how 
ſoon you may be brought to the duſt of 
death, and then, farewel to all ſervice of 


the ſouls or bodies of others for ever. If 


7 deſire to be publick 
ing to your ſpheres of 
tion, it 


therefore you reall 


bleſſings, or, accor 
life, to do any good to your genera 


mort 


| : 
» 
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muſt be done out of hand, or 
be done by you at all. . 

Thus we have thro' the general 
view we propoſed from theſe words, and 
have done it in ſuch a practical way, as 


never can 


made its own application: However, Wwe 


might go on to improve it in ſeveral uſes; 
to convince us of the fin and danger of 
ſlothfulneſs and delays in every duty, and 
eſpecially in thoſe that are of the greateſt 
moment, and eternal conſequence ; to 
humble us in our refle&ions upon our 
neglects hitherto; to put us upon appli- 
cations to the blood of Chriſt for pardon- 
ing mercy, and upon earneſt prayer for 

his ſpirit to enable us unto all watchful- 
neſs, readineſs of mind, and diligence hence- 


forward in every thing that concerns his 


glory, our own and others good. But my 

time will allow me only to deftre you to 
apply what has been ſaid to the particular 
occaſion of our coming together, which is to 
ſubſerve the good education of many poor 
children in the fear of the Lord, and in 
reading, writing and cyphering, as far as 
may fit them for ſervice in ſome low ſta- 


tions of life, that they, 4 the bleſſing of 


God, may be uſeful and comfortable in 
this world, and eternally happy thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt in the next. In order to this, let 
me; 51] 1. Re- 


Here, at the requeſt of the managers, was read the 
| The 


Following account, 


23.) 
eee W 
1. Remind you young ones of the coun- 
ſel in our text. + $a 

Now, while you by a merciful provi- 
dence, and the good diſpoſitions of cha- 
ritable chriſtians, are favour'd with op- 
. portunities of learning neceſſary things, 
.do it with all your. might. . Be. careful to 
, Improve your preſent advantages; and cry 
mightily to God for wiſdom and grace to 
enable you to profit: Mind firſt the things of 
God and of your ſouls, that you may have 


IN | * 
2114 ; 

"The state of the Chatĩty- School in Gravel-lane, Huthwark, 
15 . - as it now ſtands. 


Tue foundation of this ſchool was in the year 1687: The 
number of ſcholars at firſl was forty; afterwards it in- 
| n — They 'are 

＋ 10 read, write, c x are inſtructad in 
ae Aﬀembly's Catechiſm. K | 

It may be ſaid to be the firſl School the Proteſtant Diſen- 
ters wers concern d in; and here object: are rectiv d with- 
out diſtinction of parties, the general good being intendad. 
It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts about the city, an 
the children of the deere, fort of Watermen and Fiſher- 
mon, & c. are here taught without any expence to. their 


parents. * | 
Ib charge has been defray'd by the gifts and ſubſcriptions 
. of private perſons, togethor with the annual ' colleition on 
this day, at this place; and at another in the city» 

The managers have been enabled to give the children, 

| Bibles, Teſtaments, and Catechiſms ; and to place ſome 
out apprentices to trades: And the providence of God ha- 
- ving favour'd them in the truſt repoſed ia them, by the 
charity 'of the contributors, and the kind remembrances of 

ſome in their laſt wills, they | have ſet up another ſchool, un- 
der the care of a miſtreſs, for teaching about twenty younger 

children to ſpell and read, who, when fitted, are talen into 

the maſter's ſchool, for writing and eypbering, and mads 

. ready for trades, bs | | 


* FA 


— 
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the pardon of your fins, and an intereſt in 
Jeſus Chrift ; and then be diligent at your 
books and buſineſs: Take heed of lying, 
ſtealing, rudeneſs, curſing and fwearing, 
and taking God's name in vain, or uſing 
any naughty words : Don't allow yourſelves , | 


to abuſe or quarrel with one another, or 


to be ill-natured, ſpiteful or miſchievous 
to any one whatſoever : Be careful to learn |: 
and underſtand your catechiſms, and to 

keep the Lord day holy: Be fober ani 
orderly, dutiful, mannerly, and ſubject to 
your parents, maſter and miſtreſs, and 
friends, that have the charge of you: Be 
kind one to another, and let every one of 

you ſtrive to ſet a good example to the 


reſt in ſobriety, religion, and induſtry: 
Make good uſe of your preſent opportu-. 


nities, that your time and fouls may not 
be loſt, and that the pains and coſt ſpent 
upon you may not be in vain, Do all 
this, by the grace of God, with your migbt; 
for your preſent opportunities will · ſoon be 
over, and young as you are, you afe go- 
ing to the grave; and it will be ſad fot 
you to die, if you fin away your preſent 
mercies, and fin yourſelves into hell. | 
we. m—_ remind yn of you that are 
rents, maſters, or miſirejjes, Or Managers 
children under your 2 to attend 

your charge with all your might. 
Labour to inſtruct them in the moſt eaſy 
and familiar manner, as they are able to 
a re- 


* B > * | 
receive it, in every thing-needful, relating 
to God and Chriſt, ' and themſelves, and 
others; to ſhewthem their fin and danger, 
God's gracious proviſions in Chriſt for them, 
and their duty towards him, and toward 
all they have to do with: Make con- 
icience of your duty to them in what you 
have undertaken to do for them, pertain- 
ing to their ſouls and bodies; do all that 
in you lies to reſtrain them from evil, to 
cultivate their minds and manners, to or- 
der all things about them with the utmoſt 
prudence, faithfulneſs, patience, care, and 
iligence, and to govern them with ten- 
der authority, with encouraging allure- 
ments, and merciful corrections, . accord- 
= ing tagheir ſeveral tempers and behaviour; 
= ſpare. no pains to do them good, and to 
nd down bleſſings thro them to the 
riſing generation: Earneſtly beg wiſdom. 
of to enable you to diſcharge your 
duty in the beſt manner to them, and 
recommend them, and all your la- 
bours with them, to his grace for all de- 
firable ſucceſs. Do theſe things with all. 

your might, while you have opportunities 

for them; for you are going to the grave, 
were no ſuch ſervice can be done any 
5. ae. Aa 17 3 * 
1 5 Let me entreat every. one that is ca- 

Fable of lending any aſſiſtance to this good 
work, to u it with all their miglt. 

It is a work that needs your kind and 
generous nene, and is worthy of 


| 
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"ſhould do your utmoſt towards it now. 


5 me Poor and needy. _ 


chem; it is the work of the preſent day that 
you are called ta, and you may neyer aye Z 
another opportunity for it, and therefore . 
"Theſe children are, caſt by the providence * 
of God upon your care and kindneſs; ther 
parents can't give them a nęceſſary edu es- 
tion, can't put them into a tolerable way + 
of ſtruggling for a livelihood, and they ar 
unable to help themſelves, Many of them 
are orphans, and all of them bk | 


' 4 

God has put it into the hearts of ſome. | 
chriſtians to be tender toward them, ,and, 
in the bowels of their compaſſions, to co 
ſult, and contribute with great cheet 
neſs and liberality, for their relief. 


the happy effects of what t 
and as continually doing, 7 
ceſſitous children, many of which, 1 


Pit the 
fit, 


young, 
6idefly under prudent management, that 
ts 2 cba abou of ſtreets, ex- b 
| 3 ations and dangers, de- 
4 ing others, and defil'd themſelves, with- 
Fi dut teſttaint ! To ſee them ſober, modeſt, 
| And dutiful, than to ſee them abandoned 
| 0 all that is rude and inſolent, wicked and 

"25 _— — them trained up in the 
Ano of chriſtian principles, and in 
* — Lord, Alis eee 
fpread with ſottiſh ignorance and barbarity, 
bidding defiance to the God that — 
them, and to all that is ſacred or even de- 
cent! = — —— ere e to dili- 7 
gence, fitted for buſineſs, and givin | 

miſing proſpects of future Ee 5 0 
families where they may be placed, than tb 

ſee them ſank into ſloth, and like to be the 
peſt of the earth, and the torment of all 

ey have to do with! In a word, how 
much better is it to fee them put into the , 
way of ſerving God, of being uſeful to 
men, and of laying hold on eternal life for 
"themſelves thro a Redeemer, than to ſee 


them the ſordid ſervants and flaves of fin 
8 ZE 2 and 


and of the devil, to the miſchief of all around 
them, and to their own eternal perdition }. 
Nothing can be ſo bad, ſo unchriſtian, 
profane and miſerable, but there is reaſon to 
fear, it may meet in them, if they are left toall 
the diſadvantages of corrupt nature, and to 
all the temptations that attend their forlorn 
oppreſſing circumſfunces, without any at- 
tempts to correct them: And nothing can 
be ſo good, ſo truly religious, regular and 
happy among the lower ranks of perſons in 
our world, but, by the grace of God, there 
is reaſon. to hope they may attain it, by | 
means of the pious care of thoſe, that are 
willing to engage in their affiſtance and im- 
provement. And oh! what a pleaſure muſt 
t be to every good and generous mind, to 
e inſtrumental in giving them a turn of ® 
ſuch complicated benefit, ſo much to the 
glory of God, the intereſt of the Lord Chriſt 
in the world, and their own good; ſo much 
to the furniſhing of well- ordered families 
with faithful and capable ſervants; ſo much 
for the advantage of the church, and of the 
world; of the proteſtant religion, and of a 
proteſtant free government; and ſo ſubſer- 
vient to the regulation and proſperity of 
ages yet unborn !! Methinks every one 
ould be ambitious to bear a part in the 
noble deſign, in which they may waranta- 
bly hope for a bleſſing, and for which ma- 
ny will riſe up and call chem bleſſed. 


To 


that have been annuall 


which you may 


plied. It is charity 
extenſive kind 


ity to their parents 


and themſelves; charity to their ſouls and 
bodies at once; charity immediately exe- 


cuted, and taking good effect upon the civil 
and religious communities now ſubſiſting; 
and charity to ſucceeding ages, to their 
Poſterity, and to your own, that will be 


intermingled with them, and will one way 


or other feel their influence. 

Were I to urge this duty from God's au- 
j pan goodneſs and love, from principles 
| gratitude and beneficence, of human and 
chriſtian com ; of. honour and de- 
light: Or were I to urge it upon you for 
your own and their ſakes, for the ſake of 


the church of Chriſt, and of mankind in 


general, for your friends, your neighbours 


and/acquaintance's, and for your and their 
_ poſterity's ſake, and for the Lord's ſake: 
_ ©. The 1 each of theſe topicks 
would ſwe | 


Il and multiply upon our hands. 


But I wou'd not ſuſpect your want of con- 
duty, 
| 


viction of ſo plain and important a 
eſpecially after the manyexcellent diſcourſes, 


place to prove and inculcate it. 


I wou'd only ſtir up your pure minds by 


way af remembAnce, from the conſidera- 
tion of the great ment we have been 


upon, viz. That here is a good work, which 
1 your 
* 


my 


a : 
/ ( 
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